Should you take
a gap year?
With Malia Obama’s gap year making headlines and all the researched
benefits of a gap year, it’s still worth asking: Is a gap year right for you?
These questions will help you find the answer.

Do you need to get out of the
classroom for a bit and learn
things in a new environment?

YES

NO

Do you have an idea
of what you’d want
to learn, do, and see
on a gap year?

NO

Do you think you’ll
benefit from exploring
new places and skills?

YES

NO

Reconsider
your options

Take a gap
year
Were you
awarded any
scholarships for
college?

NO

Do you know exactly
what you want to do in
your career and life?

YES

YES

Have you been
accepted into
your top-choice
school?

YES

YES

NO

NO

Does your college
accept deferrals?
Take a gap
year

YES

NO

Take A Gap Year

Don’t Take A Gap Year

If new perspective, skills, and
getting out of the classroom will
help prepare you for life, a gap
year is probably the right choice
for you.

Not everyone should take a gap
year. If you know exactly what
you need to do or risk losing your
academic scholarships, it might
be best to stick to plan!

If you’re thinking about taking a gap
year, it’s always best to discuss it with
trusted friends, family, counselors, and
teachers. Many colleges have deferral
policies to support students looking to
take a gap year. If you’d like to speak
with our admissions team, or parents &
alumni, send us a line:
admissions@winterline.com

Want to learn more about
our skills-based gap year
programs?
GET INFO

Winterline
Global Education
winterline.com

Winterline offers high school graduates and young adults the opportunity to explore what they really
want to do with their lives. Students learn real-world skills designed to equip them to succeed in
college, identify their passions, and build confidence. This is a gap year like no other. Find out more at
www.winterline.com

